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The age of a deer is of interest to both the landowner and the
hunter. This interest is more than simple curiosity. Many things
which measure deer quality and welfare are related to age.
On nearly all deer ranges in Texas, the food supply is the most
critical element in the habitat. When deer numbers are not in balance
with available food, inadequate nutrition is reflected in the herd by
poor body condition, reduced reproductive efficiency and undesira-
ble antler characteristics.
The massiveness of the antlers, rather than the number of points,
usually is related to age but is more strongly influenced by nutrition.
A well-fed yearling could be an eight-point buck, but a poorly fed
7-year-old could be a four-point. Large antlers at an early age reflect
good food conditions.
The age of a deer cannot be determined by replacement of the
front teeth (incisors) as it can in sheep, goats and cows, but age can be
determined by replacement of, and wear on, the jaw teeth. As a deer
grows older, certain portions of its teeth, particularly the crests on the
jaw teeth next to the tongue, wear and expose increasing amounts of
the dark dentine. Description of most age classes is based on the
relative amount of exposed dentine on the crests next to the tongue.
The following criteria for determining ages are somewhat
simplified for ease of use, but should enable determination within a
year of the age category of the deer examined.
Deer have only six jaw teeth, although they appear to have many
more. The teeth are in two distinct categories - the premolars, which
are numbered 1, 2 and 3, and the molars, which are numbered 4, 5
and 6.
Deer are aged in fractions because they are born around June or
July and usually are examined during the fall hunting season.
11/2-year-old (yearling): The yearling deer is the most easily rec-
ognized of all age classes. The first three jaw teeth are milk teeth,
which will be replaced at about 2 years of age. These are worn smooth
as a yearling, while the last three teeth remain sharp. The number 3
tooth has three cusps in the milk tooth stage, but only two cusps
appear on the replacement tooth. The last molar (number 6) is usually
not fully erupted above the gum line.
21/2-year-old: The first three jaw teeth have been replaced by
permanent teeth and all molars are sharp. The dentine (dark part) of
the first molar (tooth 4) is not as wide as the enamel which surrounds
it on the lingual crest (next to the tongue).
31/2-year-old: The dentine of the lingual crest of the first molar
(tooth 4) is now as wide or wider than the enamel which surrounds it,
and this is not true of the second molar (tooth 5).
41/2-year-old: The dentine of the first and second molars (teeth 4
and 5), but not of tooth 6, is as wide as or wider than the enamel
which surrounds it.
5t;'2-year-old: The dentine of all molars (teeth 4, 5 and 6) is now
as wide as or wider than the enamel surrounding it.
6t;'2-year-old: The first molar (tooth 4) is worn smooth, but teeth
5 and 6 are not smooth.
71/2-year-old: The first and second molars (teeth 4 and 5) are
worn smooth, or tooth 5 may still have a small ridge left.
81/2-year-old: All molar teeth are worn smooth (teeth 4, 5 and 6),
but tooth 6 may still have a small ridge left.
Deer managers should keep accurate records on all deer har-
vested to determine the effects of practices such as brush control,
livestock management and levels of deer harvest. Without such rec-
ords, any change in management cannot be evaluated accurately
with respect to the impact on deer quality.
B. -Measure inside spread at the widest point of
the main beam.
C. - Measure length of the main beam along the
outside of the antler from base to tip.
A. -Measure circumference at the base, above
the burr.
c.
Records need not be elaborate. On males, antler characteristics
can be measured using a small steel measuring tape. These measure-
ments should include the circumference of the antler at the base,
above the burr; the inside spread at the widest point of the main
beam; and the length of the main beam measured on the outside of
the antler from base to tip. The number of points on each antler
should be noted.
Body weights, usually from field dressed (internal organs re~
moved) animals, should be kept. Also, the sex should be recorded.
General body conditions can be recorded as good, fair or poor
based on predetermined criteria.
Finally, all animals should be aged. This will allow the deer man-
ager to categorize the information by age and sex. The records then
will show at a glance, for example, what the average weights and
antler characteristics are for all bucks in any given age class. Even if
some error is made in aging individual deer, the combined records
will reflect the quality of young growing deer, mature animals that
should be prime and older animals that may be declining in some
quality characteristic. Such accuracy is sufficient for management
purposes.
By maintaining these and other records (deer density figures,
range condition, livestock stocking rates, etc.) the deer manager can _.,,-~-~~o----- ~_"-'--"~ _
best determine the resu ts of herd management.
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